
AP Lit Summer Reading 2020 
 

Required Reading:  
 
We’re all aware this is a curious time; if you can’t manage some of this, there will be some time once school 
begins. There are digital copies of most of the titles to be found out in the internet abyss; try your best.  We’ll 
work with you. 
 
1. How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 

We’d love for you to have a copy of this text, but if circumstances prevent it, here are links to its PDF:   
● https://mseffie.com/assignments/professor/How%20to%20Read%20Literature%20like%20a%20Profes

sor%202nd.pdf 
● https://www.sps186.org/downloads/basic/350289/HowToReadLiteratureLikeAProfessor.pdf 

 
2. Choose ONE novel from this list (or go crazy and read more, then pick one!): 
 
Where the Crawdads Sing Owens If you liked To Kill a Mockingbird, this one is NEW.  
Crime and Punishment Dostoevsky Classic Russian novel about a man who decides to play God  
The Orphan Master’s Son Jackson A family inside enigmatic North Korea – 2013 Pulitzer Prize 
Emma Austen If you enjoyed Clueless, here’s the original script.  
Beloved Morrison A baby ghost creates the re-memory of slavery - Nobel Prize  
Clockwork Orange Burgess Dystopia: strange future, strange gangs, strange slang 
Midnight’s Children Rushdie Telepathic children born on India’s Independence day 
Never Let Me Go Ishiguro Scientific mystery in a school where all is not as it seems 
Madame Bovary Flaubert   Be careful what you wish for. 
The Poisonwood Bible Kingsolver Missionary family in Africa in the 1950s  
Cry, the Beloved Country Paton Two families, one African, one white, in South Africa 
Love in the Time of Cholera  Garcia Marquez Magic Realism from the Master and Nobel Prize winner 
Ceremony Silko Native American heritage heals traumatized war veteran  
The Awakening Chopin 19th century woman rebels against traditional female role  
The Importance of Being Earnest Wilde                 Play: Comedy about confusion of identities and motives 
The Kite Runner Hosseini Two Afghani boys, politics, loyalty, and dueling kites 
The Joy Luck Club Amy Tan First generation immigrants deal with mother/daughter issues 
The God of Small Things Roy Brilliant child tells story of twins in a family in India 
Middlesex Eugenides Born twice, first as a girl in 1960 and then as a boy in 1974 
The Goldfinch Tartt Boy keeps a small famous painting -2014 Pulitzer Prize 
A Tale of Two Cities Dickens A short Dickens.  The French Revolution.  It’s awesome. 
Alias Grace Atwood Girl convicted of double murder; based on true 19th c. event  
All the Pretty Horses McCarthy A love story set in the 50s amidst the backdrop of the Cowboy West 
Jane Eyre Bronte 19th century governess finds secret in the attic.  It’s awesome.  
Cutting for Stone Verghese Two twins born of a nun try to unravel the mystery of their lives. 
All the Light We Cannot See Doerr World War II drama, a blind girl, a young Nazi, and a magic stone 
Wide Sargasso Sea Rhys Acclaimed prequel to Jane Eyre about the secret’s origin 
Bel Canto Patchett Terrorists take over an embassy during a party: love and music 
Death of a Salesman Miller Play:  Attention must be paid to the “average” fellow and family 
Things Fall Apart Achebe Complex tribal civilization interrupted by colonialism  

 
 
 

Assignments due two weeks into the semester!  Depending on your teacher, you may be using 
your summer reading for the first major assignment of the year as well. 
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AP Lit Summer Reading 2020 
 

ASSIGNMENT #1:  (Typed and Double spaced)  
 

1. After reading How to Read Literature Like a Professor, select a minimum of five (no more 
than eight) principles or key ideas about literature from the Professor book and apply them to 
the novel/play of your choice.  

a. For each principle highlighted from the Professor book, choose a sentence or 
paragraph from your choice book/play that illustrates that principle.  Imagine: if 
Foster were to use your novel/play in support of his idea(s), how we he explicate your 
choice?   Support each principle with a direct reference to your novel/play.  No more 
than 2-3 pages double spaced.  “Remember, your quotes should include in-text 
documentation in this format” (Rovie-Kling 23).  
 

ASSIGNMENT #2:  CHOOSE ONE (1 – only 1!) OF THE TWO OPTIONS BELOW. 

 

ASSIGNMENT #2A:   For novels or plays that do not have a film version or if you don’t wish to 

watch the film version.  

1. Use the Internet to find a literary review of your novel of choice (New York Times, The 
Atlantic, Kirkus Reviews, etc. are excellent resources.) Write a response to the review (see 
instruction 2 below). Examples of literary review websites include the following: 
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/books/index.html 
http://www.literaryhistory.com 
http://medhum.med.nyu.edu/ 
 

2. Write a minimum one page (no more than two), double-spaced typed letter to the editor in 
which you agree or disagree with the critic. Support each point of your evaluation with 
specific references from the literary review and the novel, including at least two quotations 
from the novel.  Print and include a copy of the review you’re critiquing, please.  
 

OR 
ASSIGNMENT #2B:   For novels or plays that do have a film version  

1. Watch a performance or film version of the play in addition to reading the play or novel.  
 

2. Write a minimum one page (no more than two), double-spaced typed review of the play (or 
novel) recommending or not recommending the performance/film as an effective 
presentation of the play or novel. (The performance might have adaptations such as a change 
of the time period, setting, place, words, characters, omissions, or additions.)  Support each 
point of your evaluation with specific references to the performance and the play or novel, 
including at least two quotations from the play or novel.  
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